——— — — — —— 14 
4 * 7 , X 


4 


* 


Ty 


= 


' a An Ine 
1 _ 6 \ 2 4 £% 


ANG 


„ 


Cup or oy 


| WE 


3 1 


. 
A od 


— *⁰m 
| We Pa 


% 


— 
Ld 


= 4 
I * * 
| B 
A A £ * © 263 
"4 


* 


* 0 * 


; * 
5 * 5 1 : 7 
8 


Ne 
WN 


” 


1 
7 5 


. an 7 8 


8 * % Ne q 


wie. ? * 7 ; 
HTS 32 ww 504d t iS 
44 % A * 1 4 * id >> * 


3 n ‚ A ears. er OR 


N 
2 \\ 
- * Fo 


1 


P Charity towards earh. _ 


1 1 
4 


F inaly, A \ Brethren, 
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ed, even as it is awe 
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i H E Church of the Theſſalonians 
was in rug floutifhing Cite 

SW ſtances this fecond 
£4 ſtle was writ to them; Fheir 


2 


Faith grew exceedingly\ 25 


13 
15 


* 


abounded*. The Apoſtle met with g 
8 5 when he plantett the Goel, * 
7, and was afterwards , obliged "td; 


yy Night for fear of the People, He 


SS > 


was now at Athens, and being animated with - 
a facred Compafſion t r che 8001 of Mets, his. 
wit was ſtirred 'within him, when he ff 
whole City given to Kbolarry. Here 


* Chap. i. 3. ; 1 bo 
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* * » delivered from unreaſonable and wicked Men. 


3 may 4 n 7 
_ - bt F. WW” N , \ 771 X W..- 
7 ©. G . a I . Is, __ * b 8 28 23% | 
F. * 4 IS DJ. a 2 „ ; * 8 8 w ay * ; * Wc. of 4p 
iN — 5 * A *% * * * r ft .: 1 * 
* „ 6 my San : LE Se SIG. # 2 of 
2 * _ Is - » . * "Ix : OS BJ f . 1 £4 * * 9 1 4 
13 N * th 2 i; 1 od mY %; ogg AE - 8 3 2 HS 
"8 '% : KY - W Rp * 8 8 . . * i by, : v8, 
Re : _ 1 6% _ > _=_ * 1 7 * * : 2 . 22 2 5 # 1 * % * 
* — 5 d - * 3 i A = * * UTE ws 
2 Ws * * p « 4 
8 Lv — 
2 8 - . KW 4 * . 1 4 
I 4 £ P : * * 
38 l Ja 
A FRE $i ec, 7 e 
8 a * — N & $4 4 0 
3 ; F 11 ar 8 I ly with 7 
2 7 * 
7 4 


1 hea waned =o he Epicurean: and et 1 9 


— be preached to . Jeſus and the 


Reſurrection. At laſt they took him unto 
ne a Place of the greateſt Reſort 5 


ö o pany People, where he made an elegant Oration i 


on the Nature and Perfections of the One. 
God, and his Appointment of his Son Jeſus | 
Chriſt to be the Saviour and Judge of the 


b World, which you. may read at large in the 


: _ 17 Chapter of the A#s. But though the 
Aubenians had the higheſt Reputation for Wiſ- 
dom and Philoſophy at this Time, yet the 
Apoſtle met with very ill Uſage among 
them, which gave Occaſion to his requeſting 


the Prayers of the Theſſalonians, now at Peace, 


That the Word of the Lord might have f 
Pr and be glorified, and that he mig 


In which Words we may obſerve theſe ray. 
' Thin "2! hs 

Fit. The Apoſtle's 8 gps Finally; 
© Brethren. The greateſt , Apoſtle and the 
meaneſt Believer in Chriſt are Brethren, as 
| they are of the ſame Family and Houſhold of 
Faith; having the ſame God for their Father, 
and the ſame Heaven for their Inheritance. 
There are indeed different Orders in the Chri- 
| Rin Church, as Apoſtles, Prophets, Evange- 
* lis, Paſtors, and Teachers; each of whom 


| ought to have * and d Honour, cvording. 
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2 ; Res” n Of . 83 
Believers, in Chriſt are Been 
Son of God was not aſſnat 


ed to 2 tis: Br. 


thren, it ought not to be been the gr 1 
Dignitary in the Church to own: the lego 1 I 


* * * 
i 
g 


all Saints under this Charadteer. 


Secondly, We may obſerve the [Apoſtle's = 
Req veſt, Bretbren, pray for us, and more 


ſpecially. for the Succeſs of out Miniſt 
That the Word of the Lord May: bave free Cour, 


and be glorified. © 908 
Now this — the: proper. Benni of this 


Day, when we are called together to unite "IJ 
our Prayers on the Behalf of our Reverend 
Brother, who has long ſince been ſeparated cto· 


the Miniſterial Office, but is now, by che 


Providence of God, called to ſtated mne » 1 
ment among this People, I ſhall, by divine 


1 th 
P 4. Y 2 * 
N 


Aſſiſtance, diſcourſe on theſe two Heads. RY AY 


14 ſhall . Thar 3 it is the Duty and 1 * 


tereſt of the Miniſters of Chriſt to requeſt 


the Prayers of their Brethren, and of the 
Churches, for themſelves. Brethren, pray. 


D 


Or US, 


II. That they ſhould e 3 chain Prag bh i I 
1 — of their Miniſterial Labour. 


That the Word of the Lord may have = 
Courſe, and be glorified. 


Nee 


A Miniſters ſhould requeſt che Prayers of Rs I 
Brethren in the Miniſtry, and of the Churches, 


* chemſelves. e and 8 ilvanus, and Ti To 
——— Og 1 


e ic RE chr Work, a 4 . BY 
8 to requeſt the Churches 
b bo” ayers: Our Apoſtle mentions it in moſt of 
is Epiſtles; he concludes: his Epiſtie to the 
. at Rome in this manner, Now I beſieob 
| you, Brethren, for the Lord: Feſus Chrift Jake, A 
end for the Love of the Spirit, that ye flrive 
| together with me in your Prayers to God ron 
M“. The Language is ſtrong, and the Argu- 
ments drawn from our Regards to Chriſt, 7 
dur Love to the Holy Spirit, mutt be very 
perſuaſive. be fame Apoſtle writing to the 
Epheſians, after he had exhorted them to 115 | 
for all Saints, puts them in mind of himfel 
Praying okvays, ſays he, with all Prayer and 
Supplication in the Spirit, and watching there-" 
unto with all Perſeverance and Supplication for 
all Saints, and For ME, that Utterance may 
bie given ta me, that I may open my Mouth 
Þ boldly, to make known the Myſteries of the G. 
pelt. Though our Apoſtle was, no doubt, in- 
cluded in the Prayers of all Saints, he was ne- 
vertheleſs defirous of a particular Remembrance 
at the Throne of Grace. The like Requeſt 
he makes to the Church of the Colgſtans, Col. 
iv. 3. Continue in Prayer, and watch thereun- 


5 0 with Thankſgiving, withal PRAYING FOR 
| Us, that God would open to us a Door of Utter- N 


ance, to ſpeak the Myſteries of Chrif ; and he . 
5 5 ; b Rom, =: Jo. c © Eph. xvili, 19. 9 | 
"ol . repeats. 5 


24 


And in the Words of our Text, Brethren, pray | 
for us, that the Word: of the Lord may haue a 


"free, "Courſe, and be glorified.” 'Tis.eyident from A 
hence, that the Apoſtle was very ſolicitous for, 1 


the Prayers of the E to hom he writz - 
and apprehended them to be of great Conſe. _ 


to the Succeſs of his I He -v | 


uence 

had the Care of all the Churches upon him- 
ſelf, and laboured in their Service by writing 
and preaching more abundantly than his Bre- 
thren; he was often in Perils fromthe Heathen, 
and fram his own. Country Aden; in wearineſs, 


painfulneſs, in watching often, in hunger and : l 


thirſt, in, faſting: often, in cold and in 1 
neſs *. He was ſometimes obliged 20 work with 
his Hands for Bread, and at another Time to 
plead for his Life before the greateſt Tribunal 
upon Earth. His Life and. Miniſtry being 
thus expoſed to ſo many Hazards — Dan- 
gers, this great and — Perſon thought 
it necsffary, in all his Epiſtles, e to 
recommend himſelf to the Churehes Prayers. 
Nov che e to enforce aha Ron 
1. — e Difficulty 6 abe Mini nigh 
Trark. Miniſters 255825 of the we 
ries of the Kingdom of Heaven, and are to 
feed the 1 over which the Holy Ghoſt has 
made them Overſcers: They are rightly. to 
divide the Word f Truth, aud to ſuit heir 


8 - Cor, xi. a6. | 


. * . „5 
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pears icin ben his > Epiltles to che Tan- | J 
* Bret bren, pray Je or, Af, K. Theſ. i IV. 26. . q 
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ets, ende bing i ai ak IN Sinners 
. to Build up the Saints in 52 2 Holy 2 
Faith; to inſtruct the Ignorant, to eſtablih 
the Wavering, and on proper Occaſions to re- 
prove, rebuke; and exhort with all Long-ſuf- 
5 88 and Doctrine. They are the Guides of 
their Flocks, and are to watch for their Souls 
as thoſe * muſt give an Account; for this 
 Parpoſe, e | they are to be Inſtant in abi ae -:. 1 
avt of ſeaſon, as far as their Health, and Cir- 2 
lug eer of Life will permit. Tf we con- 
fider the whole' Compaſs of the Miniſterial 
Work, we may juſtly ſay with the Apoſtle, 
be Who "is ſufficient "for theſe Things*? And yet 
bew many ignorant and illiterate Perſons 
thruſt themſelves into the ſacred Office, be- 
fore they ate prepared, or called to it; or 
without ſo much requeſting the Prayers of the 
Churches for their Succeſs. 
62.) K ſecond Argument may be taken From 
; the Enemies they are to contend with, which 
gare of two Sorts; ſuch as diſown che Do- 
ctrines of Revelation; and, ſuch as are Ene- 
mies to its Precepts and Duties. Our Apoſtle 
was ſet for the Defence of the Goſpel againſt 
both. He diſputed with the Fews, and Epi- 
cureen Atbeiſt:; with the fdolatrous Gentiles, 
and with ſuch Who allegotized away the fun- 
damental Doctrines of the Chriſtian F aith, as 
„ and Philetus did, hen they Bid 
tbe R gurrection "Was Pal already, and over 


2 1. 


is 2 Cor. i i 89955 
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Cr d Wiese alter Ages are called to Ch. 


pie” with fach who deny 


_ againſt Infidels and Hereticks, but the 
repts of it againſt unreaſonable and Wickel 


ny and powerful Enemies to wreſtle with, 
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tend Lich the like Adverſaties, widh/Atheifts. 

ifts, with Herefies, and Prep oh 
che T ruth and Reali- 
ty of out Saviour's Miracles. Upon theſe Ac- 
counts they are compared to Soldiers, who 


are f fight the Lord's Battles, and to contend - 


carne 
Saints; 


the ' Faith once delivered s the 
hey are to ſtand in the Front, and o 
kee that which is committed to chem at the 
Peril of their Lives. Further, they are nat 
only to defend the Truths of the Goff * 


Men, as Swearers, Drunkards, Sabbath-breax - 
ers, and unrighteous Perſons of all Sorts, WhO 
bid Defiance to the Laws of God and Socie 
They are to contend with all the Vices of ihe 
Age, and to reprove and rebuke without Re- 
ſpect of Perſons; nay, they are not hal 
contend with Men, but with Principalities 
and Powers, with the Rulers of the Dots Fof 
this World, and with ſpiritual M, ickedneſſes ia 


high Places. Now, if Miniſters have 


furely you ſhould give them the Help of your 
Pray yers ; eſpecially if voila,” IE: 
$4 ) Their #/ 2 and Infirmities. Mi- 


nifters are Men of like 


Blood, , they are finful Men; and 0 N 
"FI 2 Tim. ii. 8; 82 
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ons with your 
ſelves, they partake of the fame Fleſh _ 


* 


1 * ; 


: i 


| fions, their Corruptions will ſometimes get 
” | the better of their Graces. Paul and Barna- 


bas were Fellow-labourers in the Goſpel, but 


A _ they differ'd, and the Contention was fo ſharp, 


e they departed afunder one from the 
others, Peter was one of the Chief of the 
- Apoſtles, and famous for Courage in the 
Cauſe of Chriſt, and yet the Apoſtle Pau! 
tells him, that he had betrayed the Truth, 
When Peter came to Antioch (ays he) I with- 


þ him to the Face, becauſe he was to be 


blamed : For before that certain came from 
James, be did eat with the Gentiles, but when 


Conſequences ; for he walked not uprightly, 


"TS: to the Truth of the Goſpel'. Now, 


if the Apoſtles were ſubject to theſe Infirmi- 


ties, tis not to be expected that the Miniſters 


of Chrift in theſe latter Ages ſhould be free 
from them: We have our Teniptations as 
well as-they, ariſing from Fear, from Inte- 


. reſt, or Affection, and we have not that Mea- 


ſure of the Grace of God that they had, 


which ſhews the Neceſſity of helping us with | 


your Prayers, A + 
5 Acts XV. 39. f > Gal. ii. IT, I2, I 3s F< 14. 


. 
Ee 
* ”*, 


. I. 


he never "PR TR \ Pains to ſobdue Ait Pac. 71 


1 


\ they were come he withdrew and ſeparated bim- 
+ fearing - them which were of the Circum- 
cifion, and the other Jews diſſembled likewiſe | 
with him, inſomuch that Barnabas was car- 
ried away with their Diſſimulation “. Here 
wasa Failure of Courage in this great Apoſtle, 
which might have been attended with fatal 
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8 3 ä 185 : 98 1 3 ct ILY . 1 
(40 The Succeſi Miniſiry depends up- 


of our 4 
on the Divine Bleſſing, which can be obtain d 
only by Prayer. We are taught this by the 
Apoſtle Paul, 1 Cor. iii. 6, 7. I haue planted, - 4 
and Apollos watered, * but God gave the . 
creaſe ; ſo then, neither is he that planteth any * 
Thing, neither be that watereth, but \God that” 
grveth the encreaſe. The Eloquence of A,] 
los, a Man mighty in the Scriptures, and the 
ſtrong Reaſoning of the Apoſtle Paul, brought 7 
up at the Feet of Gamaliel, will have no in- 
fluence upon the Hearts of their Hearers, un- 
leſs they are attended with a Divine Impreſ- 2 
fion,; without this they labour in vain, and 
ſpend their Strength for nought. T1/aizah was 
the moſt evangelical Prophet of the Old 7. 
fament, and yet he complain'd of an unſuc-- _} 
_ ceſsful Miniſtry: Ibo has believed our R- 
port? And, to whom is the Arm of the Lors 
revealed. Our bleſſed Saviour ſpake ſo as ne- 
ver Man ſpake, and accompanied his Mini- 
ſtry with the Working of Miracles, and yet 
_ the Jews could not believe, becauſe Iſaiah has 
aid, He hath blinded their Eyes, and bardened | 
their Hearts". On the other hand, when 7 
the Divine Spirit attends the Miniſtry off, Bl 
the Word, is then Mighty, through God, s 
the pulling down ſtrong Holds, caſting down . © © 
Imaginations, and every high Thing that exalts 
eth it ſelf againſt the Knowledge of God, and 
bringing into Captivity every Thought to the 
Obedience of Chriſt a. How came it to paſe, ' 1 
2 Ia, liii, 1. m John xii, 39, 40 1 Cor. X 'T "J 
Fe whe "Dx 4 OM 
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I E; _ PR en Divines; but then they had 


v4 


| united Supplications, . It was when the Apo- 
g * je file and the whole Church were: with ont ab. 


4 


ware ſhall- your e Father give the Holy 


- bp og A the "Apa rn 
b rhaps, might not affect ſe — 
in * as ſome... 


a more powerful Interceſſor in the Fefe of. 
their Hearers. My Speech and my Preaching (ſays. , 
the Apoſtle Paul) was not-wrth enticing Words,” 
of Men's Wiſdom, but in Demonftretion of the. 
7 66 and of Phwer . Tis the Office of tha 
Divine Spirit to open the Eyes of the Blind, 
and to turn them from Darkneſs to Light. 
Tis his Almighty Power that quickens dead 
- Sifiners, and thakes them willing to obey: the; 
| heavenly Call. Tis not by Might, nor by Po. 
er, but * Spirit, ſaith the Lord of Hofs. 
. Now Chriſt h bas given his Miniſters the > 6 
** of his Spirit to be with them to the nk. 
of the World, and will not wich-hold him 
Far thoſe who by fervent Prayer 
| Inflvences: For if ye, being 4, tees bv. 
. Fo give gbod Things to your Children, how much 


Spirit to them that ast bim. And ſurely, 4 
HVleſſing that will render our Miniſterial Las 
bours 15 pleaſant and ſucceſsful is worth our 


'. cord,- in one Place, that they ware filled with 


3 r Holy Ghoſt, and began WN oe mm 


* eke 418. 


* of 
* 


1 e e . 
_ of righteous Prein A. have prevailed muth. .Þ 

beſecch you therefore, Brethren, ſtrive toge 
with us at this Time, that the Spirit of GO) 
may attend all our Miaiſtracions. 'Frap for us 3 
in private; and I ſhould. think 
good, if Churches and Miniſters. would j join 
together in ſolemn Days of | Toes for the 
pouring out of the Holy Spirit upon our Re- 
ligious Aſſemblies, That the Word of the Lord | 
might have @ free Courſe, and be glorified ©; 
However, I perſuade my ſelf, you will look 4 
upon this as an eſſenti Part of the Service 
= Fen.” Day. brat this nnn ; 


II. That Miniſters thould defire the | 
ers of the Churches for the . Succeſs of” their 
Labours ; that the Word of the Lord ma 2 
a free Courſe ; and, that it may be g ied. | 

Let us then enquire, - 1 5 * 
Fit, When the G s @ free 
Neon Goſpel has 1 Courſe, — 
Obſtructions and Impediments to che Preach- 
ing of it are removed; when tis preach d in 
different Nations and Countries; and when it 4 
grows and ee We ſhould therefore 


FO, 7 
. That all Irmpeliments and Ob/trutti 


12 


8 


t * 
the: Preaching of the Goſpel muy" = Crone | 
which are of divers Sorts: | ** . wid M2 

q Ads i ii. 4. 


2 2 ͤ L (. 


HS ET . 
0978 Sometir es the free Courſe COTE of. -. 
* is hinder -d \by the Power of . the Civil M hw 
rate. When Peter and John preached 1 3 
Fier gſalem: the Rulers of the Synagogue, and 
+ Captain of the Temple, laid hold of them, 
and commanded them uf to teach any more in 
nbe Name of Feſus*. And in moſt. Places. 


where the Apoſtles preach d among the Gen- 


Reformation; but, 


tiles, the Civil Powers interpoſed, and put 
them into Priſon, or obliged them to depart 
the Country. For the firſt three Hundred 
Years after Chriſt the Heathen raged, and the 
| Kings of the Earth ſet themſelves, p the Ru- 
ers took Counſel together againſt the Lord, and 
' againſt his Cbriſt: They raiſed Ten general. 
Perſecutions, and maſſacred ſeveral hundred 
Thouſand Souls. When the Roman Empire 
| became Chriſtian the Goſpel had a free 
| . Courſe for a little Time, but the Progreſs of 
it was quickly interrupted by the Riſing of 
the Man of Sin, who took away the Key of 
Knowledge from the People, and ſhut up het. 
N Chriſtian World in the Darkneſs of Idolatry 
and Superſtition for a thouſand Years. The 
Light of the Galpel ge roke out again at the 
s! what Gbſtructions 
bas it met with ever ſince? How much Blood 
haas been ſpilt, and how many Families ruin d. 
F and ſent into Baniſhment for the Profeſſion of 
. There is at this Time a bloody Inquiſi- 
tion in Spain; and the Sword of the.M Magi: 
Krate is drawn en the free . of 


* Ads i. 18. os 


the Ge in n Leah, Ns Poland; in eye: 3 
ral Parts of Germany, and in other 8 iM J 
Countries. 'T wiſh I could ſay, that a | ro= | 
teſtant Governments were willing the Goſpel 
ſhould have its free Courſe; but our Fathers 
in this Nation have drank of the bitter Cu up 
of Perſecution; our Teachers have been dri- 
ven into Corners, and the Mouths of Thou- 
ſands ſtopped in one Day: Bleſſed be God 
that there is now a more open Door! Let us 
pray, that all penal Laws for Religion may , * 
be taken away, and that no civil Diſcourage- 
ments may lie upon Chriſtians of any Deno-—- 
mination, for the peaceable Profeſſion of their 
Faith, but that the Goſpel may have' & Free 74 
Courſe. 4 
(2.) Sometimes the free Courſe of the Gol. F 
pel is interrupted by tha Tumults of the People; 


+ . 
* 


The Apoſtle had his Eye on this when he 
, E in the Verſe ts = my Text, that 
he might be delivered from unreaſonable” |} 
and wicked Men. The firſt Preachers 
of the Goſpel met with frequent Inter- 
ruptions of this kind. When Paul ha 
been preaching at Epheſus, Demetrius the 


Silver Smith raiſed the Mob upon him, and 

put the whole City into Confuſion, inſo- 
5 much that he was in Danger of his Life, and 
j obliged to depart privately into Macedoma *, | 
| Again, when he was in the Temple at Feru- 
: 7 the Fews ſtirred up the People againſt 
/ um, crying out, O ye Men of liracl, . et ö 
FL 85 c Acts xix. 24, Se. | e l 
5 5515 el | "ws 


i" here of of 4 
him out of- che T | ) | * 5 
dered him; if 9 mas „ Garrifon Bad n 
E into his Relicfs: , Thus the Devil ſtir- 
up wicked Men in thoſe Times to inter- 
trupt che free Courſe of the Goſpel; and we 
| have had an Example of the Game Kind among 
| || our ſelves not many Years fince, when a bling 13 
m furious Zeal, kindled by che Suggeſtions | 
„ef unreaſonable and wicked Men, animated 
' the Populace to pull down our Meeting-Hou- 
. es, in defiance of the Laws of God and they 
* 5 3 
Ne — the foes Covrie of the 2 
pel has been interrupted by the . and 
. of Profeſſors amongſt themſelves. 
Nothing is more prejudicial to Religion than 
this; for a Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf 
cannot ſtand; it may overcome a for 
/ Enemy, but if civil Diſcords ariſe within its. 
3 own Bowels'itmuſt crumble to Pieces. This 
BY was the unhappy Circumſtance of the Church 
1 at Corinth; chere were among them Euuy. 
2815 ings, Sifu and Droifgons; One ſaid be was 
2 Paul, and another for Apol los; they ſet 
up one Miniſter of Chriſt againſt another, 
er were dividing into Factions and Parties, 
= the Interruption of the Progreſs of the 
Gospel. I wiſh the ſame carnal Spirit were 
wor too Prevalent in our Day, in Which Mi- 
= niſters have: been too apt ro . a di- 
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4 Bring in their Hande. God only kn 
EE ANTI: 5 Devil has taken gf uf 
ral * TED pl. 0 high time. — 
Nat 3 Jools 0 
5 * 


Abe W ord of the . 1 - 

| Courls, — 5 it is preached in Ai ferent Count 
tries and Nations. We ſhould therefore APA 2 
that it may run over the whole World,, r 
cording to the Senſe of the Word in the Ori 
ginal [rey]. The Goſpel is not 1 

one particular People, as che Law: 
was, but is deſign d for the\Bengfit.of 
tions, he Ng: of it is to go inio all che h 
and the Words of it to the End A the Warld,, 
What a mighty Spread had the Goſpel in the } 

the Hor | 


: Apoitolighe. Age, after the Deſcent 9 
y Spirit, when it was diſperſed thro' the mot 
Fonſidęrable Parts of Europe, Ala, and Apica, 

Within little more than an hundred Years} 

Ihen was fulfilled; that wonderful Prophegy 
of 1aiah, Who bath heard ſuch;a Ti om hall - 

-&:Nation be born, at ance ? For gs ſoon\gs 
travelled. ſhe brought forth ber. Children x A: = 
Preachers of that * N wich A. 


Rom. x, 18. 


Mete gebe in their Penk aa a”, 3 
bt count ing their very Lives dear 1 13 


= that they might finiſh their Courſe with" oo," 4 
End the Minifoy that they had received 7 * 


Tord Joſs, fo teftify the Goſpel of the Grace of 5 


much Ground of Paganiſm of late Years, e 


9 Ul cept''in ſome Parts. of America, yet we are | 


ſure there is a Time coming, when the Know- = 

| ledge of the Lord ſhall cover the Earth as the : 
Waters cover the Sea ; when the Mountain of 
"7he" Houſe of. the Lord fall be the Top of f 


Didvintarns, and all Nations * ſhall 00 


dereumto. When the Jews ſhall | be e ba 


$4 Was * 


verted, and the Fulneſs of the Gentiles 
883 ght i in; and when there ſhall be but one 
8355 1d under one Shepherd. Let us pray 
fr Accomp liſhment of theſe Propheſies, 
char che Goſpel may ſhine in its full Brig cht 3 
, neſs; and that our bleſſed Redeemer a 
bot only be the Glory of bis People Iſra 
but che Salvati on of” God fo the Ends of” the 
Barth. 16624. . 
Thirdly, The Word of the Lord bas 4 free 
Courſe Nes it 'grows and preuaill. The 
Goſpel may be preached in al Nations, and 
not prevail. The Miniſters of it may la- 
bour in vain, and ſpend their Strength for 
i as ſome of the Prophets in antient 
ITI _ and many faithful and laborious | 


Y Acts xx, 24. 
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Preachers | 


Godt.” Now tho the Golpel has not gain d , 


a Ni 


Preachers in OW 1 tones done. 
God may withdraw) his ot or the. eo 4 
; be. Ju eilig blinded; and then the 3 
linifters: .of. Chriſt may stretch 1 then L 
Hands all the Day long to a wicked ank 
gain: ſaying People, without doing them any 
good. There may be Crouds 90 Hearers, 
but there will be no Increaſe of Believers. 
Nay, inſtead of being a Savour of Life 8 
Life, we ſhall be a Savour of Death to Peath. 4 
But when the Goſpel preuaili, it makes its 
Way into the Hearts of Sinners, and radu, 4 
ces Numbers of Converts. The A 
ter, by one Sermon, converted three 
ſand to the Faith of Chriſt. And when Pom, 
was at Epheſus, he convinced the Exorciſts; 
and Magicians; ſo that many of them that 
uſed curious Arts, brought their Books together, 
and burnt them. before a l. Men, to 1 Value: 
of fifty thouſand Pieces * 8 iboer ; 5 % mightily 
= grew the Word of God, and prevailed* * But 4 
& this leads to the ſecond Enquiry. ;. ni 
: Secondly, When is the Word of thu. Losd) 
glorified The Goſpel may have a free Courſe 
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e in all Nations, and not be attended with - 
le ducceſs; nay, it may loſe Ground, as it has 

d done in the Eaſt, where it is ſupplanted by 
dhe vile Impoſtor Mabomet. We ſhould there 

Ir fore pray that che Goſpel 3 be Cie 

Ic car! 18, 05046 SM M G | 
6 A4. xix. 19, 20. Sith 3 e an 
rs. S 1 


7 Me- orl alias” down he en Folds op | 
; ow; ald bringing Ve! #1] ! 10 he” into t 80 HED 


aliencs of Shri. The Heatts'of wie 
den prey like ſo mary ſtrobgg 'Garriſons '6 — 
fenled by the ſtreng Man armed, 
Seen his Goſpe They will not obe 
iis Laws, nor ſub; uit to his Gbvernment; 
> Arzuments or Perſuaſions can indue?s? 
| dew ele Duty 3 NO Artillery, raiſed by By 
the Art of Man, can batter down Nabe ſtrong 5 
Walle, till he who rides forth e cohquering | 
arid\ te Conquer, draws His mighty Bow, and 
_ divetts the Arrow into the very Soul; chen 
che everlaſting: Doors fly open; and the King 
of Glory enters in. Thus the Fews were 
) icked- "unto! the Heart by Peters Sermon. 

ie Apoſtle Paul was ſtruck down to the 
Ground by a Light from Heaven; and the 
2 With a trembling Heart, cried out, 
Sin, What ſhall T d 1 be ſaved? O the 
. riumphs of the Goſpel of the Grace of 
God, when he who firs upon the white Horje®, 
with a Bow and a Crown, rides forth along 
with it, eonquering and to conquer! I tb 
whole Church be met together in one Place (ſays 
the Apoſtle) and there be Preaching- o Pro- 
Pbeſping, and there comes in one that believes 
vol e one unlearned, he is comviticed of all, be 
is judged of all, the Secrets F his Heart ar 
made - ., and ſo falling down on his Fi * 


1 Rev. vi. by 


J 52 2 a Forge Reschen 9 1 
of old; fell down before the glorious/Efficaey. -* 
of the Goſpel of Clitit; but there is a Te - 4 

at hand, when irſhall have a more orie 

Triumph than ever, over all Antchriſtiat* © 

Powers; The whole Earth ſhall ze enlightened: 1 7 I 

with its Glory, and a nigh ty front Vaiee ſhalt 1 
be heard, ſaying, Babylon the Great is Fallen Cc 

ts fallen, and JO" "ROE be JUNE "oy more 

at 9 . 20755 5 "2 
3 Secondly; When Chrifiians auom * D 
xine of God their Saviour, 3 Fhetr Lives .] 

Manners then is the Goſpel glorified; Before 

the Incarnation of Chriſt, the Gentile Work 
Was covered over with Works of 'Daekriefs'; © 

Men and Women being guilty ef the moſt 
unnatural Crimes; they were given up to Un. 4 
cleanneſs thro” the Luſts of theit'o0wn' Hearts 
to diſhonour their owt! Bodies between 4 
themſelves. They were . filled with all Untigh- 
teouſneſs, Fornication; Covetouſneſs - and 'Malis' | 

_ crouſneſs ; they were full of Envy, "Mufdery 

Debate, Deceit, Backbiters, ———— 42 
without natural Affection, implacabli and: 425 4 
merciful :% But as foon as the Light of this G 
1 {pel appeared, all theſe 'Monſters' fd before) - 

it. I am not therefote” aſhamed ef ehe G. 

ſpel of Chriſt (ſays the Apoſtle)- fot hotel 
ig * 88 God revealed om Fun 
5 * ty e 15425} 


| 3 | e e, ae. 


3 cor. fly, 24, 5 0 
| * Row, i 16, 5 


to 
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s of the for 9 or 
3 ation, * 7 oa our 1 and Exe” N 
4 . chat ve may be Followers of him aa 
dear Children, and may ſhew forth the Vir- 
tunes of him who has called us out of Dark. : 
nieſs into marvellous. Light. It ſets before us 
che Example and Pattern of the righteous Fe- 
0 s, who; 3 no Sin, nor was there the 
leaſt Guile found in his Mouth; and it en- 
courages us, by a Number of exceeding great, 
and precious Promiſes, to preſs towards the 
Mark. The chief Deſign of our Saviour's:. 
Life and Death, was to deſtroy the Works of 
the Devil; and his faithful Miniſters are pur- 
ſuing the ſame Ends, when, by their Preach- 
ing and Example, they teach Nen to deny al! 
Ungodlineſs,, and worldly Lufts, and. te live : 
£944 righteauſly. and 2 in. this preſent. 
World. Now when the Lives of Chriſtians. 
are eminent for Piety, Juſtice, Temperance, 
btotherly Kindneſs, and other moral Virtues, 
. 28 Example has an Influence over 
their ungodly Neighbours, ſo as to produce a 
Reformation of Manners, and make them 
aſhamed of their wicked Practices; then is-the _ 
1 1 glorified. But when Chriſtians turn 
= the — of God into Wantonneſs, and un- 
der the Mask of Religion indulge themſelves 
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in Anger, Wrath, Uncharitableneſs, and other 
ſecret Luſts, they are a Diſgrace to their Pro- 
feſſion, and Enemies to the Croſs of, Chriſt., : 
The ty 
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cording to it. The Converſation that becomes 
the Goſpel, is called in Scripture a good and 
holy Converſation ; a Converſation” honeſt } 
among the Gentiles, pure, peaceable, gentle 
and eaſy to be intreated; full of Mercyvand& } 
good Fruits; without Partiality, and -with- 
out Hypocriſy. In a Word, tis a Converſa- 
tion attended with univerſal Simplicity and 
godly Sincerity.» Now when the Lives ane 
Manners of Chriſtians are, by the Aſſiſtane? 
of Divine Grace, framed according to this 
Model, then is the Goſpel gloriſide. 
| Thirdly, The Goſpel is glorified y the Sufe 
Ering of Profeſſors for the Truibs of in 
Chriſtianity does not exempt Men from Suff. 
fering, but rather expoſes to it. F they bave 1 
perſecuted me, ſays our bleſſed Saviour, they 
will perſecute you; nay, the Time will come, 
_ when they that ſhall ul you, will think they do 
God good Service. Theſe Propheſies have been 
_ fulfilled in all Countries, and in every Age 
the Church. Bur if the Chriſtian Fair 
Poles us to Sufferings; it does alſo furhiſn uss 
with divine Courage and Strength to go chr“ 
them. The Heathen Emperors were amazed 
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. — Torment 8 EY 1 
de and-Philoſophy may inſpire thoſe who 
attend to their. Pictates, with A: HE 


World ; they bad not been brought 5 at e 
Feet of Gamaliel; nor in the Schools of be 

Philoſophers; but cheir Supports were of an 
— Higher Nature, even from Chriſt. hi (elf, - 
who has eee hat as our Day is, r 

Strength ſhall be, and underneath the ever- 
laſting Arms; That —— we paſs tbro the Ma. 
gers, he will be with us; and when we walk 
Ebro the Fire, we ſhall not be burned, for he 
45 the Lord aur God, the Holy One of Ifrael, aur 
Saviour l. The Goſpel is not to receive Glory 
from Men, nor to Gr, pread i its Influence by. the 
Power of the . Its Conqueſts are of 
a different Nature. The Blood of the Mar- 
' tyrs is the Seed of the Church ; and I am of 
inion that the Triumphs of the Faith of 
\ Chriſt over che Gentile Worſhip in the Primi- 
tive Ages, was owing as — to the *Suf- 
© ferings of thoſe who died for the Teſtimony | 
_ of Jeſus, as to the Travels and Labours of 
xboſe who, with the Hazard of their faves: 
ſpread the Knowledge of it throughout the 
Worid. For muſt there net he ſomething ex- 
 Tadrdavary 1 in at Docnäne, that Gall en- 
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' coura $i rene ain Micerms Perle 0 Pet 
their Teſtimonies to it befdre Kings and 
Princes, and ſeal it with their Blood? TRA 


ſhall make them renounce: the Ra 1 
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Advantages of Life, and trample upon Dea 
with all its. Terror, rather than be mqved 

from their Stedfaſtneſs? Muſt not this be a 
Divine Doctrine, and tlie Martyrs for it be 

upheld by an invifible Power ? Now the we 
are obliged not to pray for Perſecution; huʒt 
on the contrary, that the Goſpel may have 
free Courſe; yet if God for our Sins ſhould 
ſend it, let us pray that we may hold faſt che 


Profeſſion of our Faith without wavering, ant | 


ther by Life, or hy Death. 
I have now gone thro' A el Parts of 
my Text, and ſhall beg Leave for a Conclu- 
fion, to purſue the Apoſtle's Requeſt off: 'BY- 
Half of the Paſtor of this Church. i 
Bretbren, 
has now undertaken the Charge of you: This 
ſhould lie with weight upon your Spirits, 
 fince God has of late removed ſo many able 
and faithful Miniſters out of this City, in che 
Midſt of their Days and Uſefulneſs. You 
of this Congregation | have ' ſhared in the 
awful Providence; but ſince God has 'now 
made up the Breach ſo much to your Satis- 
faction, pray that his Health and Uſefulneſs 
may be continued for many Years; the Har- 
veſt truly is great, and aithful Labourers are 
f but 


that Chriſt may be magnified in our Nane ei "» 


pray for the Life of hich who 4 
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do God for this kind Providence, and feta a 


bar tions = Chriſtians are as ; as | 
no Shepherd, while you are pr — With 
one, Who. is capable of feeding you with. 
Knowledge and Underſtanding. Be-thankfal 


POS. 
a 


due; Value upon the Inſtrument. Let your 


1 1 Prayers for your Miniſter be attended with _ 


| of grieving their Spirits, or making them un- | 


a due Eſteem and Reverence for his Perſon; 
treat him as an Ambaſſador of Chriſt, and the | 
. Miniſter of God to you for good. There 
are ſome that deſpiſe the ſacred Office and 
Character, and uſe their Miniſters little bet: 
ter than their menial Servants; but I beſeeth 
you, Brethren, know them that labour among 
Jou, and are over you in the Lord, and efteem 
them. very highly in Love for their 2 orks ſakes. 
Miniſters are not only Labourers, but Rulers. 
They are ſer over you in the Lord, and are 
therefore worthy of double Honour. Beware 


eaſy in any Part of their Work. Let there be 
no Diviſions among you; but if any ſeem to 
be contentious, let. them know you have 
no ſuch Cuſtom, neither the Churches of 
God. 

Brethren, pray fot he Succeſs, of your 
Miniſter's Labours, that he may rightly di- 
vide the Word of Truth, and give to every 
one his Portion, that what he delivers may 
be 8 . ord of the Lord, and may be Kane e 


5 1 Theſſ. v. 12. 


upon 
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Knowledge of the Truth; that as a skilful 


Caſuiſt, he may ſpeak a Word in ſeaſon to 
them that are weary, binding up the Bro- 
ken- hearted, and comforting them that mourn, 
giving them Beauty for Aſhes, the Oil of Joy + 
for Mqurning, and the Garment of Praiſe 
for the Spirit of Heavineſs. Pray that Gd 
would be with him in his private Prepara- 
tions, and in all his publick Miniſtrations, 


that) the Goſpel which he ſhall preach may 


come to you not in Word only, but alſo in 


Power, and in the Holy Ghoſt, and in much 


Aſſurance; that the Pleaſure of the Lord 
may 2 in his Hands, and tha it ma 
this and that Man, they Were born 5 ; 


be ſaid o 


* 


there. 


And whileI am requeſting your Prayers for 
the Paſtor of this Church, let me with great 
Earneſtneſs, put you in Remembrance of my. 
elf and the reſt of my Brethren in the Miniſtry. 


Brethren, pray for us, for. we are Brethren 
and Companions in the Kingdom and Pa- 
tience of Jeſus Chriſt ; We have one Lord, one 
Faith, one Baptiſm, one God and Father of all, 
who is over all, and through all, and in us all. 


r your Conſciences, as a Nail in a ſure 
that he may have the Tongue of the Learned 
to convince Gainſayers, and to put to Silence 
them that oppoſe themſel ves againſt the 


— 


We are Fellow-Labourers in the Goſpel, and 
endeavouring to promote the common Salva- 


D 2 | tion. 


1 would therefore requeſt your Prayers for 


Wi you love: and whoſe Intereſt is dear to all 
Wl chat believe. How ſeldom do we ſee the Ef- 


Wi Sinners, ſtriking them to the Ground, and 


« 2 1 
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tion. Wer war D n War favs) 

with the ſame |Adverſaries: Poly 3 
that we may be faithful, and ary the Word | 1 
0 The” Lara; Hg we pre . h — : 


| for if — T * "all . n el ; 
| | Harthas touching any Thing they Hall ait, on 
4 1 be done for them of their Father in Ha. 
ven much more when great Numbers of 

Chriſtians ſhall join their Addreſſes to the Fu- 
ther of our Lord jeſus Chriſt: for the Suc- 

| ceſs of the Goſpel, and enlarging his King- 
dom and Intereſt among Men; vill he give 
tim the Heathen for his I. nheritante, and the 
uttermoſt Parts of the Earth for his Poſſeſſion"? | 


us? 313 wk 
\ Firſt, For the Lord Feſus Chrift ſake, whom 


ficacy of Goſpel Grace upon the Hearts of 


: making them cry out, Lord, what wit thaw 
have us to do? Alas! the Glory is de arted 
from our ſolemn Aſſemblies; we preach and 
pray to little Purpoſe. Deiſm and TInfidelity' 
be and while Miniſters and Chriſtians 

ve been aſleep; or brandiſhing their Swor 
_—_— each ch other, the Enemy has een 


* Pſalm 3 ii, 8. 
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A 1 ies of the 
ſtament 1 K "Chrift, Ee loded 
er mſelf by others; and at the n 
time the e Life of Religion among ans, 3 
is under | manifeſt Declenſions. If then we 1 
have a real Concern for the Honour — 9 
Redeemer and the Succeſs of his Goſpel 4 
us pray that he would revive his own Works | 
that fince the Word of the Lord has free 4 

Courſe e r it may alſo be glorified. , | 1 
would reque be 53 4 

Secondly, Out of Compaſſion-to the Souls f . 
Men. For there is not Salvation in any d- i 
ther ; nor any other Name given under Heaven 
amongſt Men, whereby we can be ſaved* 
Confider how great a Part of the World is bu 
tried in the Darkneſs of Paganiſm, Mahomtta-. 
niſm, and Popery; and how little the Goſpel 
is glorified among Proteſtants; ſome of whom 
are more concerned about the Form of God. 
lineſs than the Power of it. And others 
walk, of whom ] have: told you often,” and now © 
bell you even weeping, that they are Enemies 2 
the Crofs 9 "Bra i, How many profang- 
Swearers, nkards, and Sabbat l- reakers- | 
do we meet in our Streets: How many „ 
Corners are there in our Land, where they 
- know not God, and obey not the Goſpel 0 
our Lord Jefus Chriſt? And what ! 
are there whoſe Condemnation it will be, 

| : Phil mn. 18, | 15 


bl ches in all his Epiſtles. Let me in the 
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„ nr any; Compaſſion for he Souls = "$3 


85 be Jour! Hearts Deſire and Prayer wo 


be. faved. 1 > 
Hepes hirdly;. 1 would requeſt this fürth „ 
the Encouragement of your faithful Minifters | 
E in \their Mork, that they may ſee of the Tra- 


| vel of their Souls and be ſatisfied. Ther, 15 


1 is great, and they have man Adverſa- Kb 
des. - You' have heard how earne ly the A. 
bpoltle Paul deſired the Prayers of = Chur-, 


Name of my ſelf and Brethren, | urge the 
_ fame Requeſt upon you, Brethren, encour age. 


f 3 | us with your Prayers; ſtrengthen our Hands. 


by a conſtant Remembrance at the Throne 
of Grace. If Ged would pleaſe to pour. 
out a Spirit of Grace and Supplication up- 
on Chriſtian Societies, and encline them to 
unite their Addreſſes to Heaven for the 


| | N E Succeſs of the Goſpel, who can tell what 


8 
1 : 


1 N 
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God would do for us? It might put new - 
Life into your Miniſters, and be a Means of 

recovering that Glory which is upon the 
Threſhold of many of our Temples, if not 


1} | torally depar ted. 


Finally Brethren, I beſeech you, for FR" : 
it"; the Spirit? pray for us. Tis the Argument 
of the Apoſtle, which I mentioned in the 
| Beginning of this Diſcourſe. The * of 
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* be like Water ſpilt upon the 344 
without the Impreſſions of the Divine” 8p 
rit. All the ſaving Changes that are wrought” "8 
in the Hearts of Sinners are the Effect 
his powerful Operations. Tis he that rex. 
generates and quickens them, and at he 
ſame time juſtifies and ſanQtifies them 
'Tis the Spirit that teaches and guides th 
| Pegple of God, and that builds them up in 
their moſt holy Faith by the Miniſtra- 
tion of the Word; We are bis Workman(bip 1 
areated in Chrift Feſus to good Works. Tak? 
away the Holy Spirit from the Goſpel, and 
tis but a dead Letter, or like a Body with- 
out a Soul. If then you love the Spirit of 
God, and defire to foal his heavenly Im- 
preſſions with the Word; or if the Spirit 
. of God has wrought in your Souls a Lo 
e to the Cauſe and Kingdom of Chriſt, and a 
t Compaſſion to the Souls of Men, pray him 
duo upon the Heads of your Miniſters to 
e attend all their Miniſtrations, as a Spirit f 
It. Truth and Love, that pure Religion and 
16 undefiled may prevail; and that there may 4 
of be no Strifes or unnatural Diviſions among 
|| Miniſters or People, to interrupt the fes 
ſt Courſe of the Goſpel; but that all may join 
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